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March 16th, 1855. (Stated Meeting.) 

THOMAS ROMNEY ROBINSON, D. D., President, 
in the Chair. 

The Secretary of the Council read the following Report from 
the Council : — 

REPORT. 

In presenting their Annual Report for the Session of 1854-.5, 
the Council have to congratulate the Academy on increased activity 
in the publication of their Transactions. 

The Fifth Part (Science) of the Twenty-Second Volume has been 
recently published, and is now ready for distribution among the 
Members. 

The Sixth Part (Polite Literature) is in a very advanced state, 
and the Council hope to be able to announce its publication in a 
very short time. 

The First Part (Science) of the Twenty-Third Volume is also 
partially printed, and the Second Part (Polite Literature) has been 
commenced. 

Several interesting papers have been, during the past year, com- 
municated to the Academy. 

In Pure and Mixed Mathematics we have had communications 
from Sir William R. Hamilton on " Quaternions ;" and from Pro- 
fessor Graves on " The Principles which regulate the Interchange 
of Symbols," and on " The Equation of Laplace's Functions ;" and 
from Mr. Rennie on " The Use of the Hygrometer in the Barome- 
tric Measurement of Heights." The President has given us a paper 
on " The Electro Magnet." 

In the Sciences of Observation and Experiment, Professor 
Haughton has given us a paper on " The Reflexion of Plane Pola- 
rized Light from the Surface of Transparent Bodies," and on 
" The Optical Properties of the Micas contained in the Dublin, Wick- 
low, and Carlow Granites." We have also had communications 
from Dr. Lloyd on " The Magnetic Influence of the Moon;" from 
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Mr. Galbraith on " The Chemical Composition of the Felspar found 
in the Dublin and Wicklow Granites ;" from Dr. Allman on " The 
Existence of a true Medusoid Structure in the Male Gemmse of Hy- 
dra," and on " Aphanizomenon Flos-Aquae ;" from Dr. Harvey on 
" The Marine Botany of Western Australia ;'' and from Professor 
Downing, on" The Draining of the Haarlem Lake;" with several 
others. 

In Polite Literature, Dr. Hincks has contributed a paper on 
" The Chronology of the Twenty-Sixth Egyptian Dynasty and of 
the Commencement of the Twenty-Seventh." The same author 
has also given us a paper on " Assyrian Mythology." Professor 
Graves has made a communication on " The Comparison of Adjec- 
tives in the Ancient Irish Language." 

In Antiquities, Mr. Charles MacDonnell has made a communi- 
cation relative to the MSS. of the celebrated JohnColgan, preserved 
at St. Isidore's, Rome. We have also received a communication 
from Dr. Ball, on " An Attempt to prove the Age of the large 
Bronze Trumpets in the Museum." 

The Proceedings of the Academy have appeared with great re- 
gularity. 

The Council regret that the progress in the preparation of a Ca- 
talogue of the Museum has not been as rapid as could be desired. 
A Eeport from the Committee appointed to superintend this work is 
here subjoined. 

During the past year some important organic changes in the 
constitution of the Council have been carried into effect. 

The duties heretofore discharged by the Committee of Publica- 
tion have been delegated to the Council at large, who are also em- 
powered to obtain the assistance of any other Members of the Aca- 
demy, whose acquaintance with the subject of any one or more of 
the papers submitted for publication may enable them to give to the 
Council valuable suggestions in the discharge of this important task. 
This change will probably be considered to be calculated to add to 
the efficiency of the publishing department. 

At the Stated Meeting held in March last, the Academy expressed 
their opinion that it would be desirable to secure a greater amount 
of rotation among the Members of the Council than exists at pre- 
sent. In accordance with this opinion, the Council submitted to the 
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Academy, in November last, a By-Law, by which it was declared 
to be expedient that, with the exception of the Officers of the Aca- 
demy, the senior Members of each Committee should be removed in 
each year. This By-Law, which, in conformity with the Charter, 
is expressed merely as a recommendation to the Members in the 
disposal of their votes, was passed by the Academy, and comes into 
operation on this evening. Should the Members act in conformity 
with it, a minimum of three vacancies in each year will be secured. 

An important addition has been made to our Museum during 
the past year, by the purchase of Mr. Murray's Collection of Anti- 
quities. 

The following purchases of Antiquities have also been made by 
the Council out of the sum placed at their disposal by the Academy 
for that purpose: — 

1. A highly ornamented spear-head: from Mr. M. Daly. 

2. Several bronze and iron antiquities found in the neighbour- 
hood of Strokestown: from Mrs. Conry. 

3. An earthen vessel ; a bronze cross ; a handle of ancient skil- 
let, highly ornamented ; a prick spur; a collection of small fibulae; 
a bronze mace and large ring : from Mr. J. Underwood. 

4. A large earthen jar or jug: from the Rev. Mr. Archbold. 

5. Two episcopal seals, one belonging to the late President of 
the Academy, Bight Rev. Dr. Brinkley : from Mrs. Flood. 

6. A miscellaneous collection of Antiquities: from Mr. P. Fegan. 

7. A large silver fibula: bought by Mr. J. F. Jones at Mr. 
Gardner's auction. 

8. A peculiarly beautiful silver fibula: from Mr. Bindon. 

9. A remarkably large and perfect bronze trumpet: from Mr. 
George Du Noyer. 

10. A silver pommel of a sword, handsomely inlaid with fine 
wire filigree : from Mr. Murray. 

1 1. A peculiarly fine bronze pin, with a cone-shaped head ; a 
small bronze cross or ornament ; a peculiarly shaped celt, and a pri- 
vate seal, found in the excavations in College-green, have also been 
bought from different individuals. 

The. Council has also purchased a collection of plaster casts 
taken from the ancient stone crosses in the Isle of Man, from the 
Rev. J. Cumming. 
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A subscription has been opened for the purchase of a portion of 
the collection of gold ornaments recently discovered in the county 
of Clare, and exhibited at the Meeting of the Academy held on the 
26th June. 

During the past year, ten new Members have been added to the 
Academy. Their names are : — 

Cheyne Brady, Esq. James Higgins Owen, Esq. 

Sir Bernard Burke. Edward Senior, Esq. 

Parke Neville, Esq. Alexander Carte, M. D. 

Rt. Hon. Francis Blackburne. Rev. Ogle William Moore. 

Richard G. H. Butcher, Esq. Rev. Robt Carmichael, RT.C.D. 

During the same period two Honorary Members and eleven or- 
dinary Members have been lost to us by death. The names of the 

Honorary Members are : — 

Carl Fbiedbich Gauss, and Robert Jameson, Esq. 

The names of the ordinary Members deceased within the same 
period are : — 

1. John Edward Butler, Esq.; elected 11th April, 1853: died 
23rd July, 1854. 

2. C. T.Webber, Esq.; elected 9th April, 1838: died 25th 
March, 1854. 

3. Roger C. Walker, Esq. ; elected 24th June, 1833: died 6th 
September, 1854. 

4. Rev. James Reid ; elected 12th April, 1841: died 12th Sep- 
tember, 1854. 

5. Oliver Spboule, Esq.; elected 10th May, 1841 : died 3rd 
September, 1854. 

6. Robert Fobsteb, Esq.; elected 13th January, 1845: died 
2nd June, 1854. 

7. William Edington, Esq.; elected 10th March, 1835: died 
13th October, 1854. 

8. Wtndham Goold, M.P. ; elected 9th June, 1845: died 27th 
November, 1854. 

9. The Eabl of Leitrim ; elected 7th July, 1802: died 2nd 
January, 1855. 
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10. Maubice Coixts, Esq.; elected 12th February, 1849: died 
15th January, 1855. 

11. Bindon Blood, Esq, ; elected 16th March, 1802: died 27th 
January, 1855. 

It was Resolved, — That the Report of the Council be 
adopted, and printed in the Proceedings. 



The Rev. Dr. Todd read the following Report from the 
Committee appointed by the Council to prepare a Catalogue of 
the Museum : — 

BErORT. 

The Committee was appointed on the 18th March, 1852, by the 
following Resolution of Council : — 

" That in consequence of the resignation of Dr. Petrie as proved 
by his Letter addressed to the Council, the following Gentlemen, 

The Earl of Dunraven, Aquilla Smith, M. D., 
Rev. J. H. Todd, D. D., Major T. A. Larcom, R. E., 

be appointed a Committee to carry out the plan already agreed upon 
by the Academy for- the preparation and publication of the Cata- 
logue." 

On the 19th April, 1852, the Committee presented to the Coun- 
cil the following Report : — 

" The Resolution of the Council, directing a Catalogue of the 
Museum to be prepared, distinctly specifies three objects to be kept 
in view : — 

"1st. An accurate list of everything in the Museum. 

" 2nd. Such a list as may be a guarantee for the safety of the 
articles. 

" 3rd. A Descriptive Catalogue, for the use of visiters. 

"It is the opinion of the Committee, that the first of these ob- 
jects would be attained by continuing the Register commenced some 
years ago in connexion with the Pictorial Catalogue, which was, how- 
ever, discontinued about two years since. 

" They would, therefore, recommend that this list be continued, 
and that the Pictorial Catalogue be also completed up to the present 
time, by which the second of the foregoing objects would be in a 
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great measure attained, especially if weights and measurements 
were added to each object portrayed. 

" For the purpose it will be necessary that a sum not exceeding 
£50 be placed at the disposal of the Committee. 

" Whilst the Register and Pictorial Catalogue are in course of 
completion, as above recommended, the Committee will take the ne- 
cessary steps for a permanent classification of the Museum, with a 
view to the preparation of the Descriptive Catalogue." 

On the 7th of July, 1852, the Committee held a meeting, at 
which Mr. Clibborn reported that 5373 articles had been already 
entered in the Number Book or Register of the Museum, and that 
about 500 articles still remained to be entered, which it was then 
thought could have been done before the ensuing Session of the 
Academy. 

At the same meeting scales and weights were ordered to be pur- 
chased, and the whole of the gold ornaments were afterwards accu- 
rately weighed by Dr. Aquilla Smith and Mr. Clibborn, previous to 
their being exhibited at the Dublin Exhibition. 

Whilst the Museum remained at the Exhibition nothing could 
of course be done, and since its return the first care was to place it 
in the new room now prepared for it; which necessarily took up 
much of Mr. Clibborn's time and attention, and prevented his com- 
pleting the Register as was at first proposed. 

After the return of the Museum the Committee inspected the 
numerical Register, and instructed Mr. Clibborn to have the columns 
headed weights, and where procured, filled up. 

Much difficulty, however, has been found in completing these 
entries. Mr. Clibborn reports that many of the numbers formerly 
pasted on the articles have come off, owing to the dampness of the 
new rooms, and that this accident has necessarily occasioned much 
difficulty and delay. 

The weights of all the gold and most of the silver articles, how- 
ever, have been inserted in the Register. 

The numbers have also been attached to the drawings of all the 
gold articles in the Pictorial Catalogue, referring to the correspond- 
ing numbers in the Register. 

The Committee must, therefore, report to the Council, that it is 
now impossible to make any further progress in the Descriptive 
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Catalogue until the Museum has been more exactly arranged, and the 
articles fixed in permanent places. The crypt under the Library, 
which is intended for the reception of the larger and coarser arti- 
cles, has been but just completed, and the glass cases, which are 
to stand on the railing round the gallery, have not yet been received. 
The permanent arrangement, therefore, cannot as yet be satisfacto- 
rily commenced ; but the Committee recommend the immediate at- 
tention of the Council to this subject. 

With respect to the Pictorial Catalogue, the Committee after 
much consideration resolved, that the recent improvement in pho- 
tography, especially the collodion process, offered the most advan- 
tageous and economical means of obtaining accurate representations 
of the principal articles of the Museum. An excellent apparatus 
was therefore ordered, and several beautiful photographs were taken 
by Mr. Tennison, who kindly offered his services to carry out this 
object. 

This work, however, has also been stopped by the want of a 
suitable glass chamber for conducting the practical operations of the 
photographic processes. This chamber, it was hoped, might have been 
erected at a small expense, but on obtaining estimates it was found 
that the cost would be much greater than was at first anticipated. 
The Committee, however, have reason to suppose that this deficiency 
will shortly be supplied. 



The Ballot for the annual election having closed, the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were declared to have been elected Officers 
and Council for the ensuing year : — 

President. — Rev. Thomas R. Robinson, D. D. 
Treasurer. — Robert Ball, LL. D. 
Secretary to the Academy. — Rev. J. H. Todd. 
Secretary to the Council. — Rev. J. H. Jellett, A. M. 
Secretary of Foreign Correspondence. — Rev. S. Butcher, 

D. D. 
Librarian. — Rev. William H. Drummond, D. D. 
Clerk and Assistant Librarian Edward Clibborn. 
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Committee of Science. 

Robert Ball, LL. D. ; Sir Robert Kane, M. D. ; George 
J. Allman, M. D. ; Sir W. R. Hamilton, LL. D. ; Rev. Sa- 
muel Haughton, A. M. ; Rev. Humphrey Lloyd, D. D. ; Rev. 
George Salmon, A. M. 

Committee of Polite Literature. 

Rev. W. H. Drummond, D. D. ; Rev. Charles Graves, 
D. D. ; John Anster, LL. D. ; Rev. S. Butcher, D. D. ; 
D. P. Starkey, Esq., A.M.; Rev. J. H. Jellett, A.M.; 
John F. Waller, LL. D. 

Committee of Antiquities. 

George Petrie, LL. D. ; Rev. James H. Todd, D. D. ; 
Aquilla Smith, M. D. ; Earl of Dunraven ; Colonel T. A. 
Larcom ; Lord Talbot de Malahide ; William R* Wilde, Esq. 



The President nominated, under his hand and seal, the fol- 
lowing Vice-Presidents : — Lieut-Col. Larcom, R. E. ; George 
Petrie, LL. D. ; Rev. Charles Graves, D. D. ; Sir Robert 
Kane, M. D. 



